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GOOD NEWS
The Newsletter of the Catholic Schools Office

First Day Rush!

Mrs Janet Brown and the new
Grade 1 Class of Assumption
Convent

The first day of the new school
year is normally quite a traumatic
experience for young learners
and their parents. This doesn’t seem
to be the case at our Catholic schools,
though. Everyone was pretty excited and
glad to be back at school...including the
teachers...and not to mention friends
who hadn’t seen each other in weeks!
Tiago Daniels and Vuyo Sago are two
young mates who have been featured in
previous newsletters since they began
their school journey together at St
Theresa’s Convent School!

Catholic Schools Council
Annual Gathering and
Opening Mass

Grade 8 Induction at
Holy Rosary School

Fr Thabo celebrates the Eucharist

On the Feast of St Angela Merici,
Saturday, 27 January 2018, with the
special blessing of rain, more than 200
enthusiastic reps from Catholic Schools
gathered at St David’s Marist, Inanda, to
commence the academic year with the
celebration of Mass. Fr Thabo Mothiba
reminded principals, teachers, board
members and staff to work for the good
of the children at our schools.
>>> continued on page 2
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First Day Rush!

Catholic Schools Council Annual Gathering and Opening Mass

Prof Lionel Green-Thompson

Mrs Jacinta Lucas

>>> continued from page 1

Mr Rob Stewardson and Assumption
High School choir led the beautiful
singing during Mass, after which Mrs
Jacinta Lucas (Executive Head of Holy
Rosary) and members of the CSC
executive presented 2017 highlights.
The session after tea was quite
challenging, with Prof Lionel GreenThompson (Adjunct Dean at Wits
Medical School) presenting
his key-note address on Our
Moral Compass: Finding
Jesus in our lives. He brought
home the critical reality of
being authentic in all our
relationships, and liberating
in every aspect of our work in
Catholic Education. He reminded us
that the original vision of the founders
of religious congregations, and in turn
of our schools, really is an invitation
to us all – especially in our country, to
act justly, to love tenderly and to walk
humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8) He
challenged us to ensure that our words
and actions reflect Jesus, who we
encounter in our lives every day.

Mrs Malefu Chabane and new learners
at Lourdes Primary School

Mr Ross Davis & Ms
Nonhlanhla Debekwane

Sacred Heart College

ion Convent

rls at Assumpt

New grade 8 gi

Mrs Janice Seland

Fr Hugh Lagan examined how seriously we embrace the work of keeping God’s
children safe. He emphasised the notion that caring for our children is a huge
responsibility, bigger even than defending the name of the organization or those in
positions of authority.
Mrs Janice Seland (Director of the CIE) outlined the role of the CBE, and she
encouraged the collaborative efforts of the various organizations in the Catholic
Education network. In her comments on the successes of the past year, she also
highlighted some of the challenges facing Catholic schools.
We “closed the theme” for 2017, but continue to walk forward together as we
introduced the new theme for Catholic Education in South Africa during 2018:
Keeping God’s Children Safe.

Keeping God’s children safe
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Religious
Education
RE Clusters
The 3 RE Cluster Groups gathered
during February at venues across
Johannesburg: St David’s Marist Inanda
hosted the North/Central meeting,
while the East Rand cluster gathered
at Holy Rosary School, and the South/
West group at Mayfair Convent.
Cluster meetings are important for
building the community of Catholic
Schools through mutual support,
encouragement and sharing of ideas
and resources.
Mrs Frances Correia, having worked
with the Jesuits for many years, and
being involved in the ministry of
simplifying Church doctrine and
making it accessible to a wider
audience, was invited to discuss
the Church’s teaching on
the theories of evolution
and creation. All the
groups found this to
be a meaningful and
insightful session.

RE Seminar
Paul Faller, Director for
Religious Education at
the CIE, facilitated a thoughtprovoking session at St Augustine
College on Thursday, 8 March, where
he raised the challenge of dealing with
the enquiring minds of young people.
This was an opportunity for the 53
RE teachers present to explore and
examine their own response to the

questions children and teenagers often
pose in class. It is a rather humbling, yet
empowering and authentic response
when we take the time to truly
listen to the concerns of
learners, consider their
questions respectfully
and carefully, and not
attempt to be the
solution to all their
problems.
Paul offered Christian
Praxis as a rule for
guiding
discussion
and implementing various
strategies for owning and grounding
language, distancing devices and the
effective sharing of dialogue. He placed
great emphasis on the personal witness
of teachers in the classroom, and the
greater school community, that brings
to life the content of RE lessons.

Lenten Retreat
Almost midway through the Season of
Lent, teachers and principals had the
opportunity to stop and catch their
breath, even if just for a couple of hours.
St Augustine College in Victory Park
offered an ideal setting for a Lenten
Retreat on Saturday, 10 March.
Frances Correia gently and prayerfully
guided the experience of all those
who took the time to “come away”.
She allowed participants to rest in the
knowledge that God gazes at us in
love, through our brokenness, and that
God welcomes and transforms us as we
return to the Source of our lives: the
Heart of God.
A comment from one of the
participants… ”Thank you so much for
this incredible opportunity – Saturday’s
Retreat was exactly what I was in need
of, and I loved every minute of it – I
could have stayed for a week! It was so
pertinent and relevant, and could have
been put together especially for me.”
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Principals’ Forum
Johannesburg principals gathered
at Bishop Shanahan Hall where they
enjoyed their share of pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday, at the first forum
meeting of the year. They were
addressed by Fr Russell Pollitt SJ,
Director of the Jesuit Institute
South Africa, on the critical
topic of cyber safety for our
children. Sr Lidia Castro
also had the opportunity of
sharing about the work of
the Don Bosco Educational
Projects headed by the
Sr Lidia Castro
Salesians.

Ash Wednesday and
the Season of Lent

On Valentine’s Day ~ 14th February,
Catholic Schools in Gauteng joined
the Church throughout the world in
Fr Russell Pollitt with Mr
observing Ash Wednesday. This is an
Neville Workman and
important day in the Christian calendar,
Mrs Catherine Hamilton
as it marks the beginning of Lent, the 40
days of prayer, fasting and almsgiving
to the less fortunate. The traditional
signing of ashes on the forehead
reminds us that during the season
of Lent, we are called to make use of
the many opportunities that help to
nourish us spiritually, and deepen our
relationship with God. “Ash Valentine’s
Day” was a wonderful
opportunity
for
For God so lo V ed the world
The He g A ve
young people in our
His on L y
schools to explore the
Begott E n
real meaning of love
So N
in action!
Tha T whosoever
Believeth I n Him
(picture credit Should N ot perish
https://116boyz.com/
But have E everlasting life
Br Michael Burke and members of the CSO Team collaborated
sitemap.xml)
John 3:16
on the programme to introduce new staff to Catholic Education.
First year teachers, experienced teachers and some in-between
teachers had the opportunity to learn about what makes a
Catholic school tick! They gathered in Pretoria on Saturday, 3
February and at Koinonia Centre in Johannesburg on Tuesday, 27 February, where
they were given a taste of the rich history and traditions of Catholic Education in
South Africa.

New Staff Orientation Day

The teachers were challenged to take back to their schools and into their classrooms,
a sense of the “Jesus difference”, in the knowledge that it is what the teacher is,
that teaches!

Fr Sean McEwan and
Mrs Joyce Coertze
distributing ashes

Br Michael Burke

Keeping God’s children safe
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Marketers’ Session
In an effort to keep abreast of changes
in the face of Catholic Education,
delegates gathered at St Catherine’s
Convent, Florida, on Wednesday 7
March to explore the strategies and
principles for effective marketing.
Mr Conrad Cleary, principal at St
Catherine’s, guided the conversation
of the 20 or so participants who
thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality of
the School.

Gr 12 Leadership
Booster Session

Zizo Chuma from Dominican Convent School had this to say: “Going to the Leadership
conference at St David’s was an eye-opener for me. Getting advice from the teachers
at St David’s and from peers at different schools gave me a whole new perspective
on balancing my academics, being a leader at school, as well as my social life. The
conference was very insightful as it will also be applied in life after school.”

An annual feature on the CSO calendar
is the Grade 12 Leadership Booster
Evening. This event sees young leaders
from a number of our Johannesburg
schools gather to share their
experiences of leadership. Dave Smith,
Steph Bauer and Brad Ireland from St
David’s Marist, Inanda, coordinated
and facilitated the evening’s session on
Tuesday, 13 March. They shared with the
young people some of the critical skills
they need to be sufficiently equipped
for effective leadership.

School News
Dominican Convent
School
Archbishop Buti Thlagale officiated
at the re-dedication ceremony of the
school Chapel at Dominican Convent
School on 16 January. This was a
wonderful celebration to begin the
new school year!

New Board Session
Holy Family College in Parktown was
host to our annual session for new
and existing Members of Boards. After
valuable consultation with principals,
Mrs Rosa Calaca, Director of the CSO
Gauteng, presented an informative and
enlightening programme on Saturday,
10th March, on the role of Boards of
Governors at Catholic schools. While we
appreciate the voluntary nature of the
position, there is a huge responsibility
placed on Board Members to ensure
the effective running of our Catholic
schools.

St Benedict’s College
A beautiful set of Stations of the
Cross was presented to St Benedict’s
Junior Preparatory School by the
boys and parents of the Grade 3 Class
of 2017. The Stations, blessed by Fr
Thabo at a special Mass on Friday,
16th March were dedicated to Mrs
Hilary Esterhuizen, in honour of her
dedicated service to the St Benedict’s
College community.
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Growing Leaders
Once again, the CSO will, over the
coming months, coordinate a valuable
Leadership Course for staff who
hold senior positions in schools, or
who wish to develop professionally.
The facilitators on the course are
themselves principals and leaders
with vast experience, profound insight
and skilled acumen. They generously
volunteer their time and effort in order
to help develop leaders who will make
significant contributions to the Catholic
Education Network.
This year 36 eager participants began
the first of seven modules on Human
Rights Days, 21st March. Fr Hugh
Lagan MSA facilitated this session over
2 days and a bit, at Kwalata Lodge in the
Dinokeng Game Reserve. He unpacked
the concepts of Strength-based
Leadership and Leadership
Styles, and this culminated
in the celebration of Mass
on Friday morning.
The game drive Fr Hugh
through the Reserve
in the pouring rain was great
fun, but it didn’t yield much
sighting of game. Then the reality of an
assignment for each module hit home...
We do, however, look forward to
another group of successful Leadership
Graduates later in the year!

Principals’ Conference

Fr Thabo with Janet Chalmers and Grant
Hanouch
Peter Ross

Events for 2018 have definitely been
jam-packed into the first term! Not least
among these was our CSO Principals’
Conference which was held on 14
March and hosted by St Benedict’s
College. With the pertinent theme
of Equal in God’s Eyes, our one-day
programme served as a pre-cursor to
the two days following, organized by St
Benedict’s College, Bedfordview.
Fr Thabo Mothiba, Chaplain at St
Benedict’s, celebrated a beautiful
inaugural Mass to begin the
Conference, which featured a range
of remarkable presenters, who wove
together some strands that define the
character and ethos of leadership in
Catholic Education.
• Love God and Love Neighbour ~
Mrs Madeleen Gorst-Allman
• Forgive Us Our Trespasses ~ Fr
Hugh Lagan
• Equal but Different ~ Mrs Frances
Correia
• Stories of Hope ~ Mr Jabu Mashinini

Heather Blanckensee and a learner from
the three2six project

Keeping God’s children safe
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School visits and
distribution of Readers
Learners at a number of schools were
thrilled with new sets of reading books
delivered to them by Mrs Eleanor
Hough, Schools Liaison for the CSO.
These readers will give learners a
chance to explore the wonderful world
of words and share their views through
lively discussion after reading.
On her visits Eleanor discussed reading
strategies that the teachers could
implement in their classrooms to
make reading more enjoyable for the
children.

Mrs Khanyisile Murove and learners at St John Berchmans

Sancta Maria ECD

Mrs Florence Kganye and learners at
Emaromeni Primary

Mrs Maureen Phati,
and learners at St Peter
Claver Primary School

Safeguarding Workshop at St Peter
Claver

Sr Lidia and a member of staff at Laura
Vicuna
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School News
Combined Matric Mass
The annual tradition of a Combined
Matric Mass took place on 22 March
at the Malvern Parish church. Grade
12 learners from St Benedict’s College,
Assumption Convent and Holy Rosary
School joined together for Mass and
then enjoyed a breakfast together. This
wonderful event helps to unite the
young people in prayer and friendship
during their final year of schooling.

Brescia House School
Holy Rosary School
An initiative of the SANBS that definitely
helps to save lives is the running of a
blood donor clinic! Holy Rosary School
continues to make a difference, as they
hosted such a clinic for young ladies in
the High School.

Grade 8 girls from Brescia House School
went on a water-wise tour around their
school with Operations Manager Mr
Paul Matthews, to share tips and tricks
for harvesting water from parking lots
and pathways. Brescia House School
was recently awarded their Platinum
3 status from WESSA (Wildlife an
Environment Society of South Africa)
for their continued Eco-efforts.

Open Days
A number of schools hosted very
successful Open Days, where they were
able to showcase the amazing work
being done in our network.
Visitors to Sacred Heart College were
entertained by learners on Saturday, 10
February, and they had the chance to
be taken around the school.
On Saturday, 17 February, Marist
Brothers Linmeyer had many
prospective parents and children
connecting with staff, engaging with
students and exploring the school
premises.

Sacred Heart College
On Friday 26 January Grade 1 learners
at Sacred Heart College each had a turn
to ring the bell at the School Chapel.
This tradition marks the beginning of
their school career. At the end of this
year, the Matric class of 2018 will ring
the bell at their Valedictory Mass to
mark the end of their school career.
Dr Mark Potterton, who joined Sacred
Heart College this year as the Principal
of the Primary School, also had his turn
at ringing the bell.

Keeping God’s children safe
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Pretoria News
Grade 11 Mass
On 9 February the Grade 11 learners
thoroughly enjoyed a spiritually
uplifting celebration of Mass at CBC,
Mount Edmund. All the high schools in
the diocese were present, and learners
had an opportunity to mingle while
being entertained after Mass. We thank
CBC for their hospitality and all the
work and effort put into ensuring that
the day was a resounding success.

Mrs Nombeko Poni was appointed
as the new principal of Boitshepo
Catholic School on 22 January. Mrs
Poni is seen here with Ms Ramathunya
from the CSO, in front of the new
classrooms donated by the Department
of Education. It is truly wonderful that
the school has someone who will
continue to uphold its Catholic ethos.
Mr Kgarume was thanked for a job well
done in his role as the acting principal.

Teachers’ Seminar

Long Service Awards

A special Liturgical Assembly
was organized on 17 January
at Tsogo Secondary School
to welcome the new principal,
Mrs Makgae.

A Teachers’ Seminar was held on 23
February, with the highlight being
a beautiful Mass celebrated by
Archbishop William Slattery and
Fr Harry Kalonga. More than 400
educators attended the seminar
which was hosted by Morekolodi
Primary, Tsogo Secondary
and Mmashiko Adult Centre
in Mmakau. After Mass, Fr
Clement Ledwaba and
Fr Hugh Lagan addressed
those present, and Long Service
Awards were received by a number of
staff.
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Pretoria Principals travelled to St John’s
Convent, Bronkhorstspruit for their first
meeting on Wednesday, 24 January.

Pretoria Principals’ Forum

RE Coordinators
RE Coordinators in Pretoria met at a
RE Seminar at Denis Adami Centre on
31 January, when lesson presentations
were shared on various topics within
the different phases.
They also gathered enthusiastically on
8 March to plan for Catholic Schools
Week, which will be celebrated on 5
and 6 May.

Dominican School for Deaf Children celebrated the opening of a new Computer Centre,
a donation from the MTN foundation and the Department of Technology. The Deputy
Minister was present.

Keeping God’s children safe
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Sports News

Foundation Phase events will start
towards the end of May. We will get
off to a gentle start with Chess before
launching into the much bigger Soccer
and Netball festivals. We’re looking
forward to seeing our “future stars” in
action.

various programmes, which affected
the timing of the festivals. We will try to
iron these out for next year. All schools
are reminded to contact the host school
if they have not heard from them at the
start of the week prior to the event. It is
not possible for the host to adjust the
programme on the day of an event.

Sports Leaders Day

Held at De La Salle Holy Cross College
on Tuesday 20 March, our theme was
“Keeping God’s Children Safe”, which is
the CSO’s theme for this year. Feedback
on the day from our delegates, and
particularly regarding the quality of the
presenters and presentations,
Primary School
Despite the weather in
was outstanding and the
the
week
preceding
The programme started on Saturday
committee were thrilled
the swimming galas,
10 February with twelve boys’ teams
to have organised
we managed to get
participating in the U13 Basketball
another successful
all four swum this
that was organised and hosted by
development
year.
The
A
gala
Dominican Convent School. It was
day for our sports
was hosted by Holy
exciting to have three more teams than
educators. Sincere
Rosary School and
last year. The number of invitation teams
thanks to Pam Patonheld at the indoor 25m
was kept to four and their participation
Mills (Sacred Heart
Lynne Elfick and Mary Parr
pool
at
St
Benedict’s
contributed to the improved status
College) for providing
College. The other galas
of the event. One of the players,
the forty two delegates
were held at each hosts’ home
Alwande Mdletshe, summed the day up
with some of the spiritual
venue. The B gala was hosted by Brescia
beautifully by saying, “Winning was not
resources and tools needed to serve
House School, the C1 gala by St Teresa’s
our only goal at the CSSC U13 Basketball
our learners and school communities,
School and the C2 gala by Sacred Heart
Festival, we also enjoyed making new
Fr Hugh Lagan (Saint Luke Institute) for
friends and learnt new skills.”		 College. It was wonderful to have a
sharing the facts, statistics and truths
few new schools participating and the
Cricket took place on the same day and
about the prevalence of all forms of
committee
noticed
that
the
overall
it was divided into three age-groups;
abuse in our schools and society, while
standard of swimming has improved.
each festival organised and hosted at a
also empowering us to safeguard the
We will consider moving towards
separate venue. The U9s played at Marist
children in our care (particularly in a
having two B galas and one C gala next
Brothers Linmeyer, U11s at Sacred Heart
sporting context) and Graham Howarth
year.
College and the U13s at Veritas College.
(Dominican Convent School) for
There were a few complications with the
bringing the day together by sharing
his insights into ‘best practice’ in
sport, as educators, as well as from the
perspective of the school management
team.
Our thanks to all the schools and
individuals that supported the day, and
the school community of DLSHCC for
their exceptional hospitality.

12

Results of the Catholic High Schools Gala 2018
Place

Boys

Girls B

Girls A

Co-ed

1st

St Benedict’s

345 Brescia Hse B

355 St Dominic’s

343

2nd

St David’s

334 Assumption

328 Holy Rosary

314

DLSHCC

448

3rd

DLSHCC

295 St Teresa’s B

318 Brescia Hse A

269

MB Linmeyer

418

4th

MB Linmeyer

269

140 St Teresa’s A

255

Sacred Heart

261,50

5th

Sacred Heart

207 St Ursula’s

114 Assumption

253

La Salle

189,5

6th

La Salle

153

St Catherine’s
(Florida)

228

7th

St Catherine’s (Germiston)

134

DLSHCC

153

8th

St Ursula’s

24

MB Linmeyer

149

St Catherine’s
(Germiston)

274

9th

Sacred Heart

54,50

St Ursula’s

138

10th

La Salle

36,50

High School
Thanks to the perseverance of the
boys’ teams, excellent drainage of the
fields and management of the covers
at St Benedict’s College, our sports
programme started as scheduled with
the cricket on 27 January. A festival
format was followed and each team
played about five matches throughout
the day. Well done to all the schools
that participated: St Benedict’s College,
CBC Mount Edmund (Pretoria), Marist
Brothers Linmeyer, Sacred Heart
College, St David’s Marist Inanda and
Veritas College.
A fantastic day of swimming took place
on Friday 16 February in the newly
refurbished 50m pool at St Benedict’s
College. With a record number of
HS gala Girls winner – St Dominic’s

St Catherine’s
(Germiston)

Boys + Girls A

Boys + Girls B

schools participating, outstanding
organisation and team-work from the
host school’s entire community and
co-operation from the weather, the
Catholic High Schools Gala definitely
reached new heights. Sincere thanks
to Dave Upman (TIC Swimming at
Bennies) who did an extraordinary
job for our schools. Well done and
congratulations to all the participating
schools, especially the winners.
We have certainly benefitted from St
Benedict’s College’s 60th Anniversary
celebrations and thank everyone
concerned for their significant
contribution to the success of our
programme thus far!
On Saturday 17 February, Sacred
Heart College hosted the Basketball
tournament. Nine schools participated
in the tournament: Sacred Heart
College, Marist Brothers Linmeyer,
Dominican Convent School , Holy
Family College, St David’s Marist
Inanda, Chisipite High School (Harare,
Zimbabwe), McAuley House School,
CBC Mount Edmond and Maryvale
College. A festival format was followed
with plenty of action seen on the courts
throughout the day. Unfortunately,
some difficulty was experienced with
keeping the programme, and the
coaches, on track by means of using
“running time” and this will be reviewed
for next year. The teams thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to play both
indoors and outdoors.

HS gala Boys winner – St Benedict’s College

Keeping God’s children safe
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Via Lucis

An Easter Season Meditation

The Stations of the Resurrection,
also known by the Latin name, Via
Lucis (Way of Light), are a prayer form
that encourages meditation on the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Way
of Light complements the Stations
of the Cross, and is based on the
Resurrection stories contained in the
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles.
With a short meditation, some prayer,
song and movement between the 14
stations, the Way of Light is a wonderful
devotion during the Easter Season, to
help us prepare for the great feasts of
The Ascension and Pentecost.

Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us a little child
one of us, flesh and blood to share in our humanity
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life

At Bosco Youth Centre in Walkerville,
the Way of Light is depicted in a series
of mosaics designed by Fr Pierre de
la Croix and erected on the grounds
in 1997. The Salesians have also
reproduced the mosaics in a very
useful booklet containing readings and
prayers. It is available at the Centre, and
will certainly complement RE resources
in our schools. Some useful websites
offer similar reflections.
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
resources/liturgy/easter-season/vialucis-way-of-the-light
http://www.vialucis.org/index.php/en/
inizio-9
https://www.lasalette.org/
reflections/874-stations-of-light.html

Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as carpenter
and yet in whose creative hands a world was fashioned
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as fisherman
and yet pointed to a harvest that was yet to come
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as teacher
and opened eyes to truths that only
the poor could understand
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as healer
and opened hearts to the reality of wholeness
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as prophet, priest and king
and yet humbled himself
to take our place upon the cross
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus who came to us as servant
and revealed to us the extent of his Father’s love
for human kind
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life
Blest are you, Lord Jesus, who rose
from the ignominy of a sinner’s death
to the triumph of a Saviour’s resurrection
For God so loved the world
ALL: That all might have eternal life

(Read more at: http://www.
faithandworship.com/prayers_
Easter.htm#ixzz59iqEaSH9
Under Creative Commons License:
Attribution)

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son
for the sake of me
and you
and other sinners too
God so loved the world
Blest are you Lord Jesus, our Saviour and Redeemer.

